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1 . IN BRIEF CONVERSATION WITH EXTAFF CUBAN AFFAIRS 
OFFICER, EMBOFF ASKED ABOUT PLANS FOR CANADIAN-CUBAN 
DISCUSSIONS AT TIME OF CANADIAN PM PIERRE TRUDEAU'S VISIT 
TO CUBA (JANUARY 26-29). EXTAFF OFFICIAL SAID THERE WAS NO 
FIXED AGENDA, ALTHOUGH THEY HAD DISCUSSED WITH CUBAN 
EMBASSY GENERAL TOPICS WHICH MIGHT COME UP. MOST OF 
THESE ARE OBVIOUS: CANADIAN PARTICIPATION IN CUBA'S FIVE 
YEAR PLAN, CUBAN TRADE OPPORTUNITIES FOR RUM, SUGAR AND 
TOBACCO IN CANADA, LAW OF THE SEAS ISSUES, APPLICATION OF US 
TRADING WITH THE ENEMY ACT AND US EXPORT REGULATIONS, 

AND SIMILAR TOPICS. EXTAFF OFFICIAL COMMENTED 
THAT CUBA MAY RAISE THE ISSUE OF AMERICAN SUBSIDIARIES 
NOT BEING PERMITTED TO IMPORT CUBAN GOODS; HE MENTIONED 
THAT CUBA HAS NEVER RAISED THIS PROBLEM AND SURMISED 
THAT THIS WAS PROBABLY BECAUSE CUBA PREVIOUSLY WAS NOT 
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IF CBUA DID RAISE IT THIS TIME. 

2. WHEN ASKED IF ANY "POLITICAL" TOPICS, SUCH AS OAS 
CHARTER REFORM MIGHT COME UP, OFFICIAL SAID THAT CUBA 
ALWAYS EXPRESSED VIEW THAT CANADA WAS INFINITELY WISE 
FOR NOT JOINING OAS AND COULD BE EXPECTED TO REITERATE 
THAT VIEW. BUT OTHERWISE, OAS NOT EXPECTED TO BE TOPICS 
FOR DISCUSSION. (AMEMBASSY REPORTING RELATED CONVERSA- 
TIONS RE CANADA-CUBA-ANGOLA IN SEPTEL). 

3. IN SUM, ACCORDING TO EXTAFF OFFICIAL, CANADA HOLDS 
VIEW THAT CUBA NEEDS CANADA TO GIVE IT LEGITIMACY, 
PARTICULARLY IN CARIBBEAN, TO SHOW THAT IT IS NOT 
TOTALLY RELIANT ON USSR (AND TO HELP IT DIVERSIFY AWAY 
FROM COMECON), AND TO SHOW THAT DIFFERENT POLITICAL 
SYSTEMS CAN WORK TOGETHER PROFITABLY AND WITHOUT RANCOR. 

4. OAS CHARTER REFORM OBVIOUSLY EXPECTED TO COME UP 
DURING MEXICO PART OF JOURNEY (JAN 23-26) AND IN CARACAS 
(JAN 29-FEB 2). IN FIRST INSTANCE, MEXICANS ARE EXPECTED 

TO PRESS CANADA ON OAS, AS THEY ALWAYS HAVE. IN CARACAS 
ENERGY AND TRADE OBVIOUSLY EXPECTED TO DOMINATE. PM WILL 
ADDRESS MEETING OF CANADIAN ASSOCIATION FOR LATIN AMERICA 
(CALA) WHICH FORTUITOUSLY WILL BE MEETING IN CARACAS 
AT TIME OF PM VISIT. 

5. IN GENERAL, ACCORDING TO EXTAFF OFFICIAL, ENTIRE 
TRIP IS LESS DESIGNED TO FURTHER SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES, 

SIGN AGREEMENTS OR CONCLUDE OTHER BILATERAL BUSINESS; 
RATHER, TRIP IS OPPORTUNITY FOR PM TO SHOW CANADIAN 
INTEREST IN LATIN AMERICA, TO ESTABLISH OR STRENGTHEN 
PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS WITH LEADERS OF COUNTRIES 
VISITED, AND JUST POSSIBLY TO THAW A FEW CANADIANS BONES 
IN THE MIDST OF THE OTTAWA WINTER. JOHNSON 
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